National survey of dermatologists and residency training program directors on dermatology's role in treating sexually transmitted diseases.
Sexually transmitted diseases have increased in both prevalence and public concern over recent years; however, current treatment of sexually transmitted diseases remains fragmented among several specialty groups. In this study, dermatologists, who historically were the leaders in the treatment of sexually transmitted disease, were surveyed to assess their training, practice activity, and attitudes toward sexually transmitted disease. An overwhelming majority of dermatologists and training program directors stated that most sexually transmitted diseases should be treated primarily by dermatologists. Factors that restricted dermatologists' involvement in sexually transmitted diseases included inadequate public awareness of dermatology's role in treating these diseases, the limited number of direct patient visits, and limited physician referrals. This study indicates that dermatologists want to increase their role in sexually transmitted disease and favor making the public aware of their interest and ability.